
Discover the Dark World of Porphyria Lover: A
Psychological Poem
Have you ever come across a poem that grips your soul, sending shockwaves
down your spine? One such poem that leaves readers in a state of both
fascination and unease is "Porphyria Lover" by Robert Browning. This
psychological masterpiece takes readers on a chilling journey into the mind of an
obsessive lover, displaying elements of obsession, control, and even madness.

Porphyria Lover is a dramatic monologue that explores the depths of human
psyche through the perspective of an unnamed narrator. It delves into the
complex emotions and thoughts of a man consumed by obsessive love. The
poem is dark and haunting, painting a vivid picture of the narrator's descent into
madness.

An Analysis of Porphyria Lover

Let's dive deeper into the poem to understand the psychological intricacies that
make it so captivating. Porphyria Lover begins with a stormy night, setting a
gloomy atmosphere that foreshadows the events to come. Porphyria, the lover,
arrives at the narrator's cottage seeking refuge and attention. She embodies
warmth, beauty, and sensuality, providing a stark contrast to the narrator's
isolated and cold existence.
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The narrator’s obsession with Porphyria is apparent from the start, as he eagerly
watches her every move. However, his obsession takes a dark turn when he
decides to eternalize the purity of their moment together. In a shocking twist, he
strangles Porphyria with her own hair, believing that this act of murder will
preserve their love forever.

As readers, we are pulled into the deepest corners of the narrator's mind as he
justifies his actions. Browning masterfully captures the internal struggles of the
narrator, blurring the lines between right and wrong. We witness his warped
sense of love and the desire to possess Porphyria completely, even if it means
crossing the boundaries of morality.

This poem forces us to question the nature of love and the lengths one can go to
protect it. Do the narrator's actions stem from love or madness? Can obsession
and love be separated? These are the questions that linger long after reading
Porphyria Lover.

Themes of Control and Power
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One prevalent theme in Porphyria Lover is that of control and power. The
narrator's actions display a desire to exert absolute control over Porphyria. His
decision to kill her is a way of solidifying his dominance and preventing her from
ever leaving or rejecting him.

Throughout the poem, the narrator remarks on Porphyria's love for him and her
unwavering devotion. Through his distorted perception, he believes that
controlling her in death is the only way to ensure their love remains pure. This
notion highlights the extreme lengths people can go to establish power within
relationships.

The Influence of Porphyria Lover

Porphyria Lover isn't just another poem; it has left an indelible mark on the literary
world. Its exploration of the human psyche and the underlying themes of
obsession and control have fascinated readers for generations. Scholars and
literary enthusiasts continue to dissect and analyze every word of this
psychological masterpiece, uncovering new layers of meaning with each
interpretation.

Porphyria Lover serves as a cautionary tale against the dangerous allure of
obsessive love. It reminds us of the fine line between obsession and devotion,
and the detrimental effects it can have on both individuals involved. This poem
sheds light on the darker aspects of human nature, ultimately challenging our
understanding of love, power, and sanity.

Porphyria Lover is a bone-chilling journey into the depths of human psyche.
Robert Browning masterfully takes us on a dark and sinister ride, leaving us
questioning our own understanding of love, control, and madness. This



psychological poem remains relevant even in today's context, as it delves into
timeless themes that continue to captivate audiences.

So, if you're ready to explore the twisted world of obsession and psychological
turmoil, dive into Porphyria Lover. Beware, for once you enter this realm, you may
find it difficult to escape its haunting grip on your mind.
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"Porphyria's Lover" is Browning's first ever short dramatic monologue, and also
the first of his poems to examine abnormal psychology. In the poem, a man
strangles his lover - Porphyria - with her hair. Porphyria's lover then talks of the
corpse's blue eyes, golden hair, and describes the feeling of perfect happiness
the murder gives him. Although he winds her hair around her throat 3 times to
throttle her, the woman never cries out. The poem uses a somewhat unusual
rhyme scheme: A,B,A,B,B, the final repetition bringing each stanza to a heavy
rest.
Robert Browning (1812-1889) was an English poet and playwright whose mastery
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of dramatic verse, and in particular the dramatic monologue, made him one of the
foremost Victorian poets. His poems are known for their irony, characterization,
dark humor, social commentary, historical settings, and challenging vocabulary
and syntax. The speakers in his poems are often musicians or painters whose
work functions as a metaphor for poetry.
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